
 

 

Editors Musings... 
COVID-19 has impacted the world and each of us personally in so many 

ways. As an organizer of humanitarian trips to the migrant farm workers of 

the Baja, Mexico region I am all too aware of the impact the pandemic is 

having on people. COVID caused the cancellation of our planned trip in 

March of this year and along with it the opportunity to meet and work with 

three very loving and deserving families in the building of homes for them. 

Along with these families we waited for the day their homes would be com-

pleted and within the last month all three homes have been built. I cannot 

express my joy sufficiently in seeing 

the homes being dedicated and the 

keys being handed over to the fami-

lies. As a Team we would have 

loved to be present, but COVID kept 

us apart as a local group of Mexican 

volunteers gathered to bless their 

neighbours’ with new homes. What 

a privilege to watch from afar.  

As I reflected upon this and the work being accomplished by dedicated vol-

unteers here at the Gleaner’s, the Apostle Paul’s words to the Roman’s rang 

crystal clear in my heart: " Let no debt remain outstanding, except the con-

tinuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the 

law." The entire Old Testament law, says Paul, "may be summed up in this 

one rule: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'" (Romans 12: 8-9) 

That is what we are about here at the Gleaners – we are ‘loving our neigh-

bours’ with each vegetable processed, dried, and packaged into our dried 

vegetable mix. Each bag sealed with love and boxed for shipment around 

the world. 

As we continue the journey through COVID-19 the summer months saw the 

return to activity here at the plant. Things are different as we operate under 

the COVID guidelines but as you will see in the pages of this Fall issue of the 

Okanagan Gleaners newsletter much has been accomplished during these 

challenging times. Much for which we are very grateful. 
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2020 

Financials* 

Income:  

Operating  $87,000    

Capital        $40,000       

Total          $127,000 

 

Expenses:  

Operating   $157,000    

Capital         $104,000   

Total             $261,000 

*September 2020 



2020 Product 

Distribution 

Angkor Gold Corp 
 Cambodia 

Canadian Food for Children 
  Haiti,  

Food for Hungry Canada 
 Burundi 

Gems Canada          
 Ukraine, Venezuela 

Partners With Others    
 Belize, Lesthoto 

Food For the Poor Canada  
 Jamacia  

Heart for Africa                                          

 Eswatini 

FBC, Woodway, Texas 

 Cuba 

We are truly thankful and 
give praise to God that so far 
in 2020 Okanagan Gleaners 
and partners have shipped 
9,210,000 servings of dried 
vegetable product. 

Where is Eswatini? Formally known as Swaziland in southern 

Africa  - we partnered with the organization Heart For Africa  

(www.heartforafrica.org) to send a 

container filled with many differ-

ent items as reported below. 

“Since when have we included a 4 bay 
dairy cow feeding station, or boxes and 
bags of clothing and tools, mixed with 
dried veggies. But, that we did with a 
dedicated crew late Friday afternoon, 
September 4th. After an on again off 
again few days the truck arrived and 
the loading of the 40’ container was 
completed.”  (GM) 

Drive-In Cooler Building Completed 

 Eswatini Bound! 

The new drive-in cooler has been completed and product is 
already being stored in it. With the completion of the cooler 
we have been able to shut 
down the reefer trailer 
and reduce operating 
costs . This new cooler will 

store up to 100 - 45x48 
inch bins. 
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How You Can Get  

Involved 
Okanagan Gleaners Society is 

powered by volunteers and 

funded by donations.       We 

couldn't do what we do with-

out the generous help of our 

many supporters from near 

and far. There are several ways 

in which you can get directly 

involved. 

Volunteering:   

We are always looking for vol-

unteers at Gleaners to help 

with the production of vegeta-

bles for our soup mix. Whether 

you live nearby or are passing 

through the Okanagan, we can 

sure use your help. 

Skilled volunteers and experi-

enced trades people are also 

encouraged to contact Glean-

ers. There is always  work to be 

done around the Oliver plant. 

Remember to register to vol-

unteer. Email with dates @ 

okgvolunteer@gmail.com 

Donations:   

Regular donations help Glean-

ers to meet its monthly oper-

ating expenses and fund neces-

sary improvements to the facil-

ity. 

BY PHONE:  Single or recurring 

monthly donations can be 

arranged by credit card or Di-

rect Deposit from your bank 

account by calling Gleaners at 

250-498-8859 

BY MAIL:  Cheque and money 

order donations can be mailed 

directly to the Okanagan 

Gleaners Society at: 507 No. 3 

Road, Oliver, BC  V0H 1T1 

BY INTERNET:  Donations can 

be made securely via           

CanadaHelps by following   the 

Donate link on our website at:  

www.okanagangleaners.com   

From the President’s Desk 

  How different from our normal operations this year has been.  Glean-

ers was shut down early in the year (mid-March) until acceptable 

Covid-19 protocols were developed to ensure our volunteers were 

kept safe, and our plant site was kept as virus free as possible.  Greg 

and the staff did a great job in building these protocols so that when 

we started up again, WorkSafe BC requirements were met.  As we 

missed our packaging window in April, it was imperative that we were 

able to package product as scheduled in June.  Imperative, because 

unlike last year when we were concerned about the amount of un-

shipped product we had to store, God had supplied the agencies we 

had prayed for, to order our dehydrated vegetable mix. The orders 

were such that our surplus had been shipped and we had a list of 

agencies waiting to feed the hungry world-wide!  What a difference a 

year makes, and for us as a board, we’re learning to wait on God “and 

be anxious about nothing”.  All the product mixed in June has been 

shipped now, and the waiting list is such that our next mixing time in 

October is critical as well. 

  We have been very blessed with a steady supply of volunteers both 

for mixing and regular production, but are still limited in numbers due 

to our protocols, and have been throughout the summer  Without 

tenting, some large groups that have routinely supported our produc-

tion have not been able to come this year, so our prayer is that this 

will change for next year. 

  We have also been faithfully financially supported during this time by 

many of our donors, and while our donations are less than last year, 

our ministry to the hungry continues.  We’ve had some new produce 

donors as well come on board over the last few months, and it seems 

that as word gets out about who we are and what we do, more hearts 

are stirred and wanting to join us in this mission. 

  Thank you to all who volunteer, and just a reminder, if you do want 
to work at the plant we ask you to email okgvolunteer@gmail.com 
and let us know what day or days you’d like to be here.  This helps us 
control numbers as required by the protocol. It seems so strange not 
to have our normal “coffee time” and other fellowship gatherings, but 
it is our collective prayer that there can be a return to normality in the 
near future.  Our prayer for all our volunteers, near and far, is that you 
stay well and continue to have the opportunity to be part of us here at 
Okanagan Gleaners. 
 

 Richest blessings, 

Bill Saul 
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2020 Mixing               
Round Two 

The dates for our sec-
ond  round of mixing 
will be : 

• October  27—31 

• November 3—7 

Please register  by  
email stating the day(s) 
you plan to attend to:  

okgvolunteer@gmail.com 

Or phone: 250-498-8859 

2020 Mixing Round One 

3.3 million. 3,300,000. Either way you look at it Okanagan Gleaners and the 

army of volunteers has been blessed to package over 3 million servings of 

soup mix during the June mixing cycle. 

Working with a restricted number of volunteers went well, with people 

understanding the role each played. 
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Let’s Follow That Container! 

CANADA TO CUBA—5800 MILES 

1,197 BOXES  OF DRIED  

VEGETABLE MIX 

Loaded at the Oliver Plant, July 28, 2020 

Vancouver, BC loaded onto a railcar 

Vancouver to Halifax, NS by train 

Halifax to Cuba by cargo ship 



PRAYER ITEMS: 
• Okanagan Gleaners would ask that you pray with and for us as we continue planning for 

what the “new normal” may look like for our Plant/Production/Shipping  as we operate 
during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

• Prayers of thanksgiving  for  new shipping partners  and prayers that we will be able to 
accommodate their plans. 

• Pray for all of our partners as together we wait out this pandemic. 
• Pray for our staff as they continue to work diligently at keeping the Plant safe and clean 

during  these COVID-19 days. 
• Pray for the Gleaners Board of Directors and the plans / decisions which need to be dis-

cussed and acted upon in these days of uncertainty and the days to follow. 

The work on the storage bins has been completed. This 
project included the installation of the Roller Mill and 
fencing around the grain bins for safety and security. 
Thank you to all who assisted in completing this project 

 
Okanagan Glean-
ers are very grate-
ful to receive 
these donations as 
they will go a long 
way in our plans 
of improving effi-
cient production 
and storage of 
product. 
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Roller Mill and Fencing Installed 

 

2020 Processing Underway 

Bleach, face masks, gloves, aprons. Let’s do it again...bleach, 

face masks, gloves and aprons. Those are common words used 

at Okanagan Gleaners this summer. COVID 19 continues to ham-

per the production, but we shall continue to run the good race. 

Volunteers continue to register to work at Gleaners and thanks 

to Alicia for handling this hair pulling out task. 



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – OCTOBER 24th  
On Saturday, October 24th we will be holding our 2020 A.G.M. at the Glean-
ers plant in Oliver. The meeting will start at 10:00am (rain or shine) .  

To attend the AGM you must pre-register at email:               
okgsecretary@gmail.com or phone: Dorothy @ 250-328-2446.  

Each year, we are looking for new Board 
members . If you are interested in becom-
ing more involved with Gleaners or know 
someone who might, please see contact 
information on page 1 or speak to one of 
the present Board members for more de-
tails. 

Okanagan Gleaners 2020 AGM OKANAGAN GLEANERS 
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