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 RAIN OR SHINE          ALL AGES WELCOME 

Kids activities 
Face Painting  •  Balloons  •  Paint an Apron  •  fun games 

Entrance by donation  •  free parking on site  •  plant tours  •  sample our soup mix  •  visitors welcome 

…AND 

MORE! 



 

 

 

2017 Population of Ethiopia: 

Over 104.5 million people 

Population growth this year: 

Over 1.5 million and rising 

Number of people affected 

by drought (2015-present): 

Estimated to be as high as 

18 million, with the largest 

percentage in the south- 

eastern Somali region 

63% of the population in the 

country is Christian, with 

44% belonging to the  

Ethiopian Orthodox Church 

–  HELPING TO FEED THE HUNGRY OF THE WORLD IN JESUS' NAME  – 

Autumn 2017 Edition 

In 2015 and 2016, Ethiopia was hit by its 

worst drought in over 50 years – even worse 

than 1984 by most estimates, when more 

than one million people died of starvation. 

Two rainy seasons failed and entire harvests 

were lost, leaving many rural communities 

unable to feed their families. Unfortunately, 

ongoing humanitarian efforts in Ethiopia 

have been overshadowed by other countries 

in Africa and the Middle East for inter-

national attention and foreign aid. 

Last year, Compassionate Resource Ware-

house in Victoria, BC sent 960 boxes (11,520 

bags) of Okanagan Gleaners dried soup mix  

to Ethiopia on the behalf of Blessing the 

Children Development Organization from 

Barons, AB. That amounts to 1,152,000 

servings of soup. The shipment arrived in 

November 2016 and was distributed to 

various BCDO projects in the Bishoftu 

(Debre Zeyit) region, including BCI child 

sponsorship programs and famine relief in 

the nearby farming community of Abu Sara, 

which was devastated by the drought that 

left families with nothing to grow or eat. 

Some of the villagers were forced to aban-

don their homes, many lost loved ones, and 

others had to beg in order to survive. 

Abu Sara is located 30 kilometres away 

from Bishoftu, which itself is over an hour's 

drive southeast of the nation's capital, 

Addis Ababa. A total of 950 families directly 

benefitted from the soup mix, with priority 

given to pregnant women, households with 

children under the age of five, the elderly 

and disabled. A further 150 impoverished 

families that BCDO already works with 

received soup mix, and the BCI Academy 

used some of the soup to feed 140 school 

children on a daily basis to ensure they 

were all properly nourished. 

For many residents of Abu Sara, the food 

donation was an answer to prayer. Ayele 

Dibaba, a local farmer said, "I was injured 

before the drought had started. We were in 

need of all the help we can get. This is new 

for us. It's a new way of eating. But we have 

been told what the soup is made from and 

how to prepare it. The donation can feed 

my kids for the next month or two." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chaltu Tolosa, a mother from Abu Sara, 

said, "My family starved. We had nothing to 

eat. I had to go out and beg." When asked 

what the soup has done for her family, she 

said it gave them hope and enabled them to 

look forward. "I am going to do everything  

I can to create a better future for my kids. 

And to help those in need."  

Okanagan Gleaners 
507 No. 3 Road 

Oliver, BC   V0H 1T1 

www.okanagangleaners.com 

okgmanager@gmail.com 

Telephone:  250-498-8859 

Famine Relief Sent to Abu Sara in Ethiopia 

    

 

Blessing the Children 

Development Organization: 

www.blessingthechildren.ca 

Blessing the Children 

International (BCI): 

www.blessingthechildren.org 

Compassionate Resource 

Warehouse (Victoria): 

www.crwarehouse.ca 

Learn More: 

Ethiopia: 

http://www.okanagangleaners.com
http://www.blessingthechildren.ca
http://www.blessingthechildren.org
https://www.crwarehouse.ca


 

 

New Okanagan Gleaners Logo 

–  H  E  B  R  E  W  S    6  :  1  0  – 

"God will not forget your 
work and the love you have 

shown Him as you have 
helped His people and 

continue to help them." 

Some of you may have already noticed the new Okanagan Gleaners logo popping up on stationery 

and business cards and posters around the plant. And it's going to start appearing even more in the 

months ahead. Last autumn, the Board of Directors approved the idea for a new logo design that 

would represent the organization and become identifiable with Gleaners. Here is what the final 

design looks like (which we teased on the front page of the Spring newsletter). We hope you like 

the new logo as much as we do. By the time you read this, the old blink-and-you'll-miss-it sawhorse 

sign at the No. 3 Road turn-off will have been replaced by colourful signage (featuring the new 

Gleaners logo),  which was generously donated by Bob and Connie from Wenatchee, Washington.   

Okanagan Gleaners 
Prayer Requests 

 

It's been an exciting season in the Okanagan, despite the smoke from the forest 

fires up north. We continue to have great groups of volunteers visiting – 

including extended families, youth groups and work groups – all of whom have 

exhibited joy and enthusiasm in serving together with our regular volunteers to 

provide food for the world's hungry, and then being able to enjoy all that the 

beautiful Okanagan has to offer as they vacation together. 

We've been closely monitoring the performance of Ruth, our new food dryer, 

over the last six months. Initially, we were not able to maximize dryer usage due 

to a shortage of racks. However, with a generous donation from The Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, we have purchased sufficient racks, trays and 

teflon to be able to operate the dryer twice daily. The result of this capacity 

increase is that we no longer have to compost any of the produce received 

during the peak season because of storage or processing limitations. This means 

that more soup mix than ever will be created, given a consistent supply of 

vegetables, and for that blessing we are very grateful. This additional capacity 

comes with virtually no increase in overall gas and electricity costs. 

Once again, I'd like to thank all of those donors who give so consistently in 

support of our mission. If you are able to do so, we would ask that you consider 

and pray about becoming a regular monthly donor through direct debit or 

credit card, as a consistent cash flow allows Okanagan Gleaners to better plan 

and operate our facility more effectively, thanks to your generosity. 

As we look forward to the fall season, I hope that many of you will have the 

opportunity to be here to see many of the site improvements that were made, 

and to experience the joy of being part of this wonderful serving opportunity. I 

would also ask that you pray for our treasurer, Gordon Cawker, as he goes 

through extensive testing at the Seattle Cancer Care Clinic, to determine future 

treatment of a very rare blood condition. He knows that he is in God's hands, 

but would value your prayers of strength for him, and wisdom for his doctors. 

Thank you again for walking this path with us, serving God to feed the hungry.  

We hope to see you soon. 

From the President's Desk 

In His service, 

Bill Saul, President 

We ask that you would please join us 

in prayer for the following needs: 

• A consistent year-round supply of 

 fresh and frozen vegetables for our 

 soup mix, especially during the 

 off season (non-harvest months) 

• Committed pre-authorized funding  

 of approximately $22,000/month 

 to support the production of dried 

 soup mix at the Oliver plant 

• Another safe and productive fall 

 volunteer season.  Let us continue 

 to focus on being here to share in 

 the abundance that we have and 

 helping to feed the world's hungry 

• A successful Fall Fair & Open House 

 event in September. We hope to 

 introduce new people to Gleaners, 

 share who we are and what we do 

 with the local community, and host 

 an enjoyable and entertaining day 

 for everyone involved 

• Finding a new coordinator for our 

 annual Sock Campaign happening 

 again this November (please see 

 the next page for more details) 



 

 

 
1st Oliver Hot Dog Sale a Success Sock Drive Coordinator Needed 

On Monday, July 17, 2017 Okanagan Gleaners hosted a 

hot dog BBQ in front of the Buy-Low supermarket in 

Oliver. With only word-of-mouth, daily announcements 

at the plant, and a post on our Facebook page, the BBQ 

raised an impressive $1,167.50 in net sales. Food and 

beverages were sold by donation, and the support we 

received from both Gleaners members and the local 

community was incredible. Due to the success of this 

fundraiser, Okanagan Gleaners will be planning another 

BBQ event for the summertime next year.  

We would to say thank-you to everyone who came out, 

bought a hot dog and made a donation to Gleaners, 

with a special thanks to Buy-Low for donating a gift 

voucher towards the cost of the food, providing the 

grill, and offering their support for this venture. 

Okanagan Gleaners Christmas             
Gift Cards Coming Soon 

With Okanagan Gleaners gift cards, you can help feed 

the hungry of the world with nutritious soup mix. 

Purchase a gift card this November or December and 

make a donation on behalf of your family or friends. 

You choose the amount, you write the message, you 

deliver the card. Order early if you are planning to mail 

the cards or if you require them to be mailed to you. 

Tax receipts are available for donations over $20.00. 

There will be two different Christmas gift card designs 

to choose from this season. Starting on November 1st, 

order one or more gift cards via phone by contacting 

Jane at 250-535-1424 or Carolyn at 250-498-3671 and 

allow time for delivery. Or you may purchase them in 

person while visiting the plant in Oliver. 

Okanagan Gleaners is looking for a new volunteer coordinator for this 

year's Sock Campaign to send clothing to orphans in Eastern Europe. 

We would like to thank Rod Freeman for his many years of dedication 

and service in this role. The sock drive typically lasts 3 to 4 weeks      

in November, and sorting takes place in the first week of December. 

This position would require coordinating the delivery and pick-up of 

donation bins at various locations throughout the South Okanagan 

(from Osoyoos to Kelowna), and bringing them to the Oliver plant for 

storage until they are ready to be sorted and packaged by the local 

charity The Least of Us. If you are interested in taking on this role (or 

know anyone who might), please contact Greg at 250-498-8849. 



 

 

Okanagan Gleaners Society 
Autumn 2017 Newsletter 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Taylor Knight 
 

CONTRIBUTORS & ASSISTANCE:   

Bill Saul, Greg Masson, Carolyn Ellis,   

Dell Marie Wergeland, Dianne Knight, 

Jane Marcelet and Taylor Knight 

Okanagan Gleaners Society is powered by 

volunteers and funded by donations.       

We couldn't do what we do without the 

generous help of our many supporters 

from near and far. There are several ways 

in which you can get directly involved. 

VOLUNTEERING:   

We are always looking for volunteers at 

Gleaners to help with the production of 

vegetables for our soup mix. Whether you 

live nearby or are passing through the 

Okanagan, we can sure use your help. 

Skilled volunteers and experienced trades 

people are also encouraged to contact 

Gleaners. There is never any shortage of 

work to be done around the plant. 

DONATIONS:   

Regular donations help Gleaners to meet 

its monthly operating expenses and fund 

necessary improvements to the facility. 

BY PHONE:  Single or monthly donations 

by credit card or Direct Deposit from your 

bank account can be arranged by calling:             

250-492-6545  or  250-498-8859 

BY MAIL:  Cheque and money order 

donations can be mailed directly to the 

Okanagan Gleaners Society at:   

507 No. 3 Road, Oliver, BC  V0H 1T1 

BY INTERNET:  Donations can be made 

securely via CanadaHelps by following     

the Donate link on our website at:  

www.okanagangleaners.com   

Thank-you for your continued support. 

How You Can Get Involved 

 

Okanagan Gleaners Calendar 
Here is a rundown of upcoming events. Please mark your calendars 

and plan to join us on these days. We hope to see you there! 

PENTICTON FARMERS MARKET – September 9th 

Okanagan Gleaners always enjoys meeting people at the Penticton 

Farmers Market, and we're doing it again on the second Saturday 

in September. We had fun at the July 15th market chatting to locals 

and visitors about the organization and giving out free samples of 

our apple chips. Please stop by to say hello, show your support and 

find out more about the latest happenings at Gleaners, including 

our big Fall event in Oliver the following week (see below). 

GLEANERS FALL FAIR & OPEN HOUSE – September 16th 

On Saturday, September 16th Okanagan Gleaners will be holding 

our first ever Fall Fair and Open House at the Oliver plant. This is 

an all-ages and family-friendly event to share who we are and what 

we do with the community. Everyone is welcome, whether you are 

an Okanagan resident or just visiting the region. Events include 

live music (featuring two different groups), soup tasting, Gleaners 

plant tours, a silent auction, food and beverages (there's even a 

food truck), and much more. Children's activities include face 

painting, make-your-own wooden boats and airplanes, apron 

decorating, balloons and prizes, a fish pond for little ones, and a 

scavenger hunt to discover all of the clues hidden around the 

property. We hope that you will come out and join us on this 

special day, and also invite your family, friends and neighbours to 

the festivities. To help ensure this event is a success, please spread 

the word. Free parking on site. Admission is by donation. 

School children in the small farming community of Abu Sara, part of a region in central 

Ethiopia that was affected by drought which killed their harvest in 2016 


