
 

 

 

If you feel led to assist in 

helping with the following 

projects please indicate 

which one and send your 

donation to the Okanagan 

Gleaners. Thank you. 

 

Purchase of 5400 shipping 

boxes for the 2019 soup mix. 

Total cost: $ 7,452.00 plus 

tax. 

 

Purchase of 40,000 packag-

ing bags for the 2019 soup 

mix. Total cost: $ 3,522.75 

taxes included. 

 

An immediate need for a 

FLATBED 4x4 ONE TON 

TRUCK to replace the tired 

current one ton.  This unit 

has come to the end of its life 

and must be replaced direct-

ly.  About $40,000 is needed 

to make the purchase possi-

ble.   
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Following the Soup 

Projects to 
Invest In 

Day after day, week after week, month 

after month, year after year a multitude 

of volunteers of all ages have put in 

thousands of hours prepping and 

preparing vegetables and apples for the 

dryers over the years. With the arrival 

of “RUTH”,  a   high efficiency dryer, the 

plant production has increased but the 

process remains 

the same. As the 

product arrives, 

in its fresh or 

frozen state it is  

then prepared, 

dried, mixed and 

packaged in the 

familiar ‘Gleaner 

Bags’. Then, the 

journey begins as  

finished   product 

(soup and apple 

chips), will be  

flown, floated, driven and carried over 

oceans and continents to destinations 

in cities, towns and villages remote and 

urban around the world. 

On the wall in the hallway by the lunch 

room at the Gleaners plant in Oliver, 

BC there is a large map of the world . 

Originating with the town of Oliver,  

hundreds of lines arc their way across 

the map to indicate the countless places 

throughout the world which have 

received a bag, “soupcase” or container 

full of soup mix. Each shipment, large 

or small has been prepared with hearts 

and hands of love and that love travels 

with the soup around the world. 

The stories abound of the blessings of 

stomachs and souls which the soup has 

brought to 

individuals and 

families through the  

years.  

The Winter issue  of 

the Newsletter is 

dedicated to all 

those volunteers, 

staff, supporters, 

groups, schools,  

organizations, and 

individuals who 

have been a part of 

the soup journey 

from the 

preparation stage to delivery. As the 

saying goes “a picture is worth a 

thousand words” – we hope you enjoy 

reading our newsletter and if so, 

please pass it along to others. 

a “soupcase” packed and ready for the journey 

A thought to ponder… 

“The notion that we are image-bearers cou-

pled with the idea that the earth belongs to 

God has major implications for how we 

live” (Leah and Markku Kostamo) 

http://www.okanagangleaners.com


 

 

Okanagan Gleaners 
Prayer Requests 

Swaziland, Africa 

Partners With Others 

We ask that you would please join us 

in prayer for the following needs: 

• A consistent year-round supply of 

 fresh and frozen vegetables for our 

 soup mix, especially during the 

 off season (non-harvest months) 

• Give thanks  for a safe, productive     

 and fun volunteer season,  with               

 many returning friends and 

 lots of new faces  

• Okanagan Gleaners is looking for    

 a treasurer . Please see page 5 for   

 more details about this volunteer 

 position 

• After many years of service, our 

 5-ton truck has been causing lots  

 of trouble due to breakdowns. 

 It's time to replace this faithful   

 servant.  Prayerfully consider how      

 you may help towards the $ 40,000  

 replacement cost. 

Gleaners Out & About... 

 Presentation made at the Kaleden Seniors Group, where Gleaners soup 

was highlighted at lunch. The reception we received was great.                                     

There will be volunteers coming from this group.  

 The Grade 7 classes at Oliver Elementary School heard the Gleaners 

story. 

 Okanagan Falls Elementary School heard the Gleaners story. Plus 

Gleaners soup was featured during their fund-raising lunch to support a 

classroom in Tanzania. 

 

 

 

 

 

Okanagan Gleaners is a 

SMOKE FREE  zone. There 

will be NO SMOKING of 

any kind on the Gleaners 

property. 

Food for the Hungry  

 

Guatemala  



 

 
A Faithful Servant     

Our Church has been very active in Missions in 

Africa since 1996 when we were introduced to a 

Pastor from Kenya who is from the Kukuyu tribe. 

We have been partnering with him and his 

ministry named " In Touch Ministries". The day 

we arrived at Excellent in 2014, the Orphanage 

had run out of food and did not know how or 

what to feed the 

children. God's perfect 

timing ! They enjoyed it 

sooooo much. Last 

week just before we 

came home from 

Kericho Mwanzo Orphanage the cook at the 

Orphanage made a batch and it served 100 

children... with left overs !!! How awesome is 

that !!! What a powerful, loving, life changing 

Ministry Okanagan Gleaners is. Lives are changed 

because of what you do in the preparation/

distribution of the soup all over the world. Wow !! 

What an awesome privilege to serve the LORD in 

such a practical way.  (Dave & Sunni-June Pope —

Prince George, BC) 

From the President's Desk 
This month I had lots of opportunity to chat and work 

with our volunteers, and it’s interesting that even with our 

efforts at various advertising campaigns, especially locally, 

most are here as a result of face-to-face contact with other 

volunteers. Even folks from the prairies, who have met 

people who have volunteered here, are here because of 

that contact.  I believe that in each of these newsletters we 

should be encouraging our readers to share the newsletter, 

share their experiences etc. even more than we already do.  

That personal contact seems to be much more valuable 

than local ads that cost money. The brochures are great, 

but we need to catalyze people to seek them out, rather 

than just pick them up at random.  All the non-local 

volunteers here over this last couple of months have 

people in mind they’re going to be talking to “back home” 

about how wonderful the opportunity has been to serve 

here.  Much of the credit for that feeling of blessing is due 

to the ongoing work of Greg, Ken, Eddie and Mi, who all 

help create the atmosphere of inclusion and 

accomplishment, consistently.  We are truly blessed to 

have a staff who see this as a great mission to not just feed 

the hungry but help others feel valued in the volunteer 

work they do.  

As we start thinking about our AGM on May 11, 2019, I 

would ask all our members to do two things; one, really 

pray asking God what he would have you be involved with, 

from a committee or donation perspective over the next 

year.  When we ask a question like that, with open hands, 

it sometimes amazes us that God sees things in us that we 

don’t.  And second, please be thinking and praying about 

to whom God would have you speak, not just to share your 

experiences at Gleaners, but perhaps to encourage them to 

come out and potentially get really involved, even at the 

Board level. We are seeking nominations to the Board, in 

advance of our AGM.  I appreciate the commitment of this 

Board so much, and the diversity of the gifting they all 

bring to the role.  As we enter this new year, with mixing 

in just a few weeks, we need to spread the enthusiasm 

amongst those we interact with and make the first mixing 

in April a time of wonderful fellowship and great 

accomplishment. 

 Thank you for your commitment to the Gleaners. 

 

Bill Saul, President 

Kenya, Africa  

The Gleaners family has  lost a 

faithful servant and friend.  Ed 

Gowe  passed away on  January 

28, 2019. Ed filled the Treasurer 

position from May 21, 2010 to 

January  2017 and also was a Di-

rector on the Board.  During this 

time he also assisted with managing the plant 

when we were without a General Manager.  



 

 

 

Solomon Islands 

 

 

 

Dear,  Ray Brosseuk. 

On be half of the President and the Executive members of His 
Hands Ministry (Solomon Islands), through the extended arms 
of PARTNERS FOR OTHERS, in FIJI, Mrs. Ma Nakasamai, we 
would like to thank the Lord first of all for the great work that 
He has bestowed upon you in reaching out to the needy, and 
also Ms. Ma, for her love for the people in need in our Country 
Solomon Islands in reaching out to you for this wonderful work 
that has now started here because of what you have done. 

Thank you 

Mrs. Jilly Maehaka ( His Hands Ministry) President  

Hello, the container has arrived 
at Mo's home this afternoon. 
After that I left with the other 
couple to see the small school 
where the chairs are going to. 
The two families for His Hands 
are in front of the container. 
The thatched roof is a church 
and the wooden building is a 
school. They send their great appreciation and thanks for 
your great help. They are raring to go out and visit people. 

Regards to all ,Ray Brosseuk 

PARTNERS WITH OTHERS 
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CONTRIBUTORS & ASSISTANCE:   

Bill Saul, Greg Masson, Dave & Sunni-

June Pope, Ray Brosseuk , Lindsay 

Brucks and Les Clarke 

Okanagan Gleaners Society is powered by 

volunteers and funded by donations.       

We couldn't do what we do without the 

generous help of our many supporters 

from near and far. There are several ways 

in which you can get directly involved. 

VOLUNTEERING:   

We are always looking for volunteers at 

Gleaners to help with the production of 

vegetables for our soup mix. Whether you 

live nearby or are passing through the 

Okanagan, we can sure use your help. 

Skilled volunteers and experienced trades 

people are also encouraged to contact 

Gleaners. There is never any shortage of 

work to be done around the Oliver plant. 

DONATIONS:   

Regular donations help Gleaners to meet 

its monthly operating expenses and fund 

necessary improvements to the facility. 

BY PHONE:  Single or recurring monthly 

donations can be arranged by credit card 

or Direct Deposit from your bank account 

by calling Gleaners at 250-498-8859 

BY MAIL:  Cheque and money order 

donations can be mailed directly to the 

Okanagan Gleaners Society at:   

507 No. 3 Road, Oliver, BC  V0H 1T1 

BY INTERNET:  Donations can be made 

securely via CanadaHelps by following     

the Donate link on our website at:  

www.okanagangleaners.com   

Thank-you for your continued support. 

How You Can Get Involved 

By the time 2018 came to an end, Okanagan Gleaners played host to over 
300 school students, ranging from 
grade 5 to grade 12. These are our 
future volunteers. 

 

 

 

From the Board... 
Okanagan Gleaners needs your help to fill the following role as soon as possible. 

Please spread the word and help us find the right people. 
 

TREASURER NEEDED 

A new treasurer is still needed for Okanagan Gleaners. This is a part-time 

volunteer position, which oversees all financial and accounting procedures for the 

organization, as well as sitting on the Board of Directors and participating in 

Board activities. It may not be glamorous, but the treasurer has one of the most 

important roles at Gleaners. If you're good with numbers, enjoy record-keeping, 

and have a keen knowledge of tax regulations, we need your help and expertise to 

keep the operation running smoothly. Please contact Jane at 250-535-1424. 

2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Bill Saul (President), Bob Ellis (Vice President), Jane Marcelet (Interim 

Treasurer), Dorothy Haagen (Secretary), Lex Haagen (Past President),  

Carolyn Ellis, Peggy Cumberbatch, and Les Clarke. 

Okanagan Gleaners welcomes schools and  youth to 

volunteer at the plant. 

Senpaqcin School 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – MAY 11, 2019 
On Saturday, May 11th we will be holding our 2019 A.G.M. at the Gleaners 

plant in Oliver. The meeting will start at 10:00am (rain or shine) and a 

luncheon will be provided afterward by donation. Please bring your own 

lawn chairs to sit on and a dessert to share with others. Each year, we are 

looking for new Board members . If you are interested in becoming more 

involved with Gleaners or know someone who might, please see contact 

information on page 1 or speak to one of the present Board members for 

more details. 

SOUP MIXING SESSIONS – APRIL AND JUNE 2019 

The Board has decided once again to split the operation into two separate 

soup mixing sessions – the first will be from April 2nd to 13th (two weeks) 

and the second will start on June 4th. Mixing will start at 8:30am and run 

until 2:30pm (Tuesday through Saturday), with a hearty lunch provided by 

donation. If you would like to be a part of this annual event, please mark 

your calendars and come out to join the festivities.  


