
 

 

Editors Musings... 

The “plants” gone dormant. It is quiet around here. The RV park is emp-

ty, the familiar noises of a typical day at the Gleaners - hum of the shred-

ders, the scrape, scrape, scrape of the trays, the wheeling around of the 

big produce tables, chop, chop of the processing tables, chatter and 

laughter, and ‘Ruth” - all quiet. 

COVID-19 restrictions, social distancing, restricted numbers for gathering 

has closed things down – all for the healing of our world. These are un-

precedented times, we are paddling in 

uncharted waters and as the days flow on 

anxiety, concern, fear can be seen around 

us and even within us. 

A couple of weeks ago, on a beautiful day 

of mixed sun and cloud I ventured out for 

a walk down the Old Kaleden Road. Mak-

ing my way down the dusty road bed, I 

had passed that old tree a thousand times 

or more over the years but this day some-

thing nudged me to stop and an inner 

voice very clearly and distinctly spoke the 

words “hold on”! As I stood before the 

tree and looked more closely, I could see 

the passage of time had taken its toll on the root system and the tree 

was “holding on” to an eroded bank of earth. 

Those words “hold on” stayed as I walked on and I found myself re-

flecting on just how profound the words of that old tree are for these 

days, these moments we live in. HOLD ON! 

Although the Gleaners Plant has gone dormant, we will be ready to re-

turn to production as soon as things return to normal – the “new nor-

mal” however that may look. 

The pages of this newsletter look back over the past year and forward to 

plans for the year before us.  
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2019 

Financial 

Income:  

Operating  $331,000    

Capital            $9,000       

Total           $340,000 

 

Expenses:  

Operating   $257,000    

Capital          $ 61,000   

Total            $318,000 



2019 Product 

Distribution 

 

Angkor Gold Corp 
 Cambodia 

Canadian Food for Children 
  Haiti,  

Food for Hungry Canada 
 Burundi 

Gems Canada          
 Ukraine, Venezuela 

Partners With Others    
 Belize, Lesthoto 

Food For the Poor Canada  
 Jamacia  

We are truly thankful and 
give praise to God that our 
2019 product of 8.7 million 
servings has now all been  
distributed. 

With the disruption of the COVID-19 pandemic and the closing down 

of the Plant things have not totally stopped around here. With social 

distancing and cleanliness being the words of  the day lots of clean-

ing,  and ‘sprucing up’ has been going on. Along with work already 

completed things are looking  

good at the Plant. 

Here are a few pictures of some of 

the improvements: 

COVID-19 Forces Change to Soup Mix Dates 

‘Sprucing’ Up the Plant 

The COVID-19 pandemic has cre-

ated many changes and cancella-

tions around the world. 

Okanagan Gleaners has not been 

spared from the need to make 

changes. As the Board wrestled 

with the affect of the pandemic 

on the Gleaners operations it 

soon realized that the Plant 

would need to be closed down 

and all operations ceased.  

One of the first major changes 

would be the dates for the Soup 

Mixing. The original April mixing 

dates were no longer possible 

given the need to curtail all group 

gatherings.  

The current plan is to move the 

mixing dates into June. The dates 

will now be June 9-13 and June 

15-19. 

Given the uncertainty of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, these dates 

may change if the gathering re-

strictions are still in place.  
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Renovations to the lunch room 

 Lots of painting 

around the 

plant 

Concrete work in the 

outside production area 



How You Can Get  

Involved 
Okanagan Gleaners Society is 

powered by volunteers and 

funded by donations.       We 

couldn't do what we do with-

out the generous help of our 

many supporters from near 

and far. There are several ways 

in which you can get directly 

involved. 

Volunteering:   

We are always looking for vol-

unteers at Gleaners to help 

with the production of vegeta-

bles for our soup mix. Whether 

you live nearby or are passing 

through the Okanagan, we can 

sure use your help. 

Skilled volunteers and experi-

enced trades people are also 

encouraged to contact Glean-

ers. There is never any short-

age of work to be done around 

the Oliver plant. 

Donations:   

Regular donations help Glean-

ers to meet its monthly oper-

ating expenses and fund neces-

sary improvements to the facil-

ity. 

BY PHONE:  Single or recurring 

monthly donations can be 

arranged by credit card or Di-

rect Deposit from your bank 

account by calling Gleaners at 

250-498-8859 

BY MAIL:  Cheque and money 

order donations can be mailed 

directly to the Okanagan 

Gleaners Society at: 507 No. 3 

Road, Oliver, BC  V0H 1T1 

BY INTERNET:  Donations can 

be made securely via           

CanadaHelps by following   the 

Donate link on our website at:  

www.okanagangleaners.com   

From the President’s Desk 

 As we navigate these strange times together, we at Okanagan Glean-

ers want to reach out to our members across Canada and thank you 

for your faithfulness in continuing to support Gleaners in this ministry. 

We pray that this newsletter finds everyone healthy, and able to obey 

the social distancing/self-isolation requirements that seem to be work-

ing in our favour. Our last day of “production” at the plant was March 

20, and we were able to bag and box a truckload of dried potatoes to 

be shipped by the St. Vincent de Paul Society to communities in the 

north. Other production was not restarted, nor was soup mixing done 

this month as we could not guarantee the safety of our volunteers by 

adequately social distancing. We had potatoes and onions in storage 

after March 21, which we have been distributing to local food banks 

and soup kitchens. 

Currently we are cleaning, doing major maintenance and generally 

preparing the plant for some level of future production which may be 

able to start soon. We would ask for your prayers, particularly that our 

scheduled June soup mixing would be able to proceed while continu-

ing to abide by Interior Health guidelines. It is expected that the world-

wide lockdowns etc. will create more famines and world hunger than 

ever, and the mission of the Gleaners will be even more critical in the 

near future. 

Thank you again for partnering with us, and please remember that the 

God we serve has overcome the world. Do not lose heart and know 

that at some point, we will again be able to volunteer to prepare and 

distribute the important nourishment that is going to be so needed. 

May God richly bless you all, and your families, 

 

In His service,  

Bill Saul 
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 Drive-In Cooler Building Planned 

This state-of-the-art cooler will 
feature: 
     Insulated, poured concrete 
pad 2 x 6 frame construction to a 
height of 10’ with R-22 rated in-
sultation for efficient storage of 
cool air. 
     Additional exterior insultation 
with an additional R value of 5  
plus thermal break.                                                                
     Interior finished with easy to 
wash and maintain panels. 
     Engineered roof trusses insu-
lated to a value of R-40 
     Lean-to style roof to fit into 
the surrounding landscape. 
     Finish exterior with 26 gauge  
Alclad Metal. 
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Construction Begins on Drive-In Cooler Building 

With your assistance of finan-

cial suport, this money saving 

project could be up and run-

ning in time for the next har-

vest season, Summer of 2020. 

 

Thanks to the 100 Men Who 
Care—Penticton group for 
your generous donation to 
our cooler project! 

Projected investment: 
$120,000 plus taxes 

Thank you Oliver Kiwanis Club 



PRAYER ITEMS: 
• Okanagan Gleaners would ask that you pray with and for us as we spend these days plan-

ning for what the “new normal” may look like for our Plant/Production/Shipping  when 
we open again post COVID-19. 

• Pray for potential new shipping partners that we will be able to accommodate their plans. 
• Pray for all of our partners as together we wait out this pandemic. 
• Pray for our staff as they continue to work diligently at preparing the Plant for re-opening. 
• Pray for safety and health for the onsite construction crews. 
• Pray for the Gleaners Board of Directors and the plans / decisions which need to be dis-

cussed and acted upon in these days of uncertainty and the days to follow. 

Okanagan Gleaners are very blessed to be supplied with peas and bar-
ley from Peace Country Gleaners for our Soup Mix. To reduce handling 
efforts at their end, Peace Country have donated a Roller Mill to be 
installed on one of our Grain Bins. Other individual donations have pro-
vided the necessary pieces to make the mill operational such as an au-
ger and bin attachment assembly. 

Okanagan Gleaners are very grateful 
to receive these donations as they will 
go a long way in our plans of improv-
ing efficient production and storage of 
product. 
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Roller Mill Soon To be Installed 

 

It’s quiet now...but before, well…. 



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – JUNE 20,2020 
On Saturday, June 20th we will be holding our 2020 A.G.M. at the Gleaners 
plant in Oliver. The meeting will start at 10:00am (rain or shine) and a lunch-
eon will be provided afterward by donation. Please bring your own lawn 
chairs to sit on and a dessert to share with others. Each year, we are looking 
for new Board members . If you are interested in becoming more involved 
with Gleaners or know someone who might, please see contact information 

on page 1 or speak to one of the present Board 
members for more details. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS MEETING MAY BE 
POSTPHONED UNTIL THE FALL DEPENDING 
ON THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC SITUATION. 
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