
 

 

 

Colombia, Guatemala,  Belize, 

Ukraine, Lesotho, Swaziland, 

Ghana, Haiti and Burundi are 

set to  receive Gleaners soup 

mix in 2018. 

Two shipments of 2,649,600 

servings have already been 

sent to Food for the Hungry 

Canada, which are destined 

for Guatemala.  

One shipment of 633,600 

servings and 577 bags of dried 

apple chips has also been sent 

to Partners  For Others for 

their work in   Africa.  

Two of three shipments has 

been sent to Canadian Food 

For Children, with 129,600 

servings of soup and 2,016 

bags of apple chips. 

Okanagan Gleaners partnered 

with Food for Hungry Burundi 

to ship a container, with over 

1 million servings to Burundi 

in Central Africa. 

–  HELPING TO FEED THE HUNGRY OF THE WORLD IN JESUS' NAME  – 

Fall 2018 Edition 

Okanagan Gleaners 

507 No. 3 Road 

Oliver, BC   V0H 1T1 

www.okanagangleaners.com 

okgmanager@gmail.com 

Telephone:  250-498-8859 

Caring for Creation 

2018 Soup 
Mix 

The psalmist reminds us that “The earth is 

the Lord’s and everything in it…” (24:1) a 

verse to which we would offer a heartily 

Amen!  The very reason the Gleaners exist 

is to make use of what the earth produces 

to bring relief to the hungry of the world. 

We should care for the earth for God has 

given us the task of being keepers of the 

earth. In our world today, much is being 

talked about, protested and legislated to 

keep the earth. 

Caring for creation, falling in love with 

creation, becoming environmentally 

friendly, whatever one wants to call it, we 

all have a part to play.  Such was the 

reminder given by one of our young 

volunteers this summer. Here are his words 

and challenge sent in a letter. 

I am a Junior Ambassador and passionate 

about the ocean and keeping it healthy. 

Being a steward of the environment for 

Christ is my passion. 

Plastic pollution is a huge contributor to 

making the ocean’s unhealthy. 500 million 

plastic straws are used each day in America 

and many of them end up in the ocean. 

When straws are used they go into the 

garbage and are often blown away. They end 

up in storm drains which lead to the ocean. 

70% of seabirds are found with plastic in 

them. 20% of sea turtles have plastic in 

them. 

I noticed you serve single use plastic straws 

at coffee break. I was wondering if you would 

switch from single use plastic straws to a 

biodegradable option or just don’t offer 

straws. I also noticed single use plastic stir 

sticks. Several coffee shops in South Surrey 

have switched from plastic stir sticks to 

fettuccini noodles. A cheap and 

biodegradable option. Fettuccini stir sticks 

are more affordable than plastic ones. With 

the money you save you could buy 

biodegradable straws or just offer no straws 

at all. 

Thank you for considering these two options. 

I look forward to hearing your response. 

Sincerely, 

Mason Vander Ploeg 

 

In response to Mason’s 

letter the Okanagan Gleaners has 

eliminated the use of single service plates at 

coffee time. We have replaced these with 

reusable plates. In addition plastic straws 

will be removed from the serving table and 

wooden stir stixs have replaced the plastic 

stir stixs.  

We are attempting to become more 

environmentally friendly and will continue 

working in that direction. 

Mason Vander Ploeg  on the 

right with his brother Griffin 

A thought to ponder... 

“We are fellow members and stewards of God’s 

beloved creation, which should lead us to the 

inescapably necessary work of restoring and 

caring for our farms, forests, and rural towns and 

communities.” ( Wendell Berry) 

http://www.okanagangleaners.com


 

 

Okanagan Gleaners 
Prayer Requests 

 

“SOUPCASE” PROGRAM 

We ask that you would please join us 

in prayer for the following needs: 

• A consistent year-round supply of 

 fresh and frozen vegetables for our 

 soup mix, especially during the 

 off season (non-harvest months) 

• Give thanks  for a safe, productive     

 and fun summer volunteer season, 

 with many returning friends and 

 lots of new faces  

• Okanagan Gleaners is looking for    

 a treasurer and newsletter editor. 

 Please see page 5 for more details

 about these volunteer positions 

• After many years of service, our 

 5-ton truck has been causing lots  

 of trouble due to breakdowns. 

 Maybe it's time to replace this 

 faithful servant. However, a used 

 replacement unit would cost an 

 estimated $32,000  

Remember when... 
 

Hello Members and Friends              

The Board thanks you for your continued 
support of the Okanagan Gleaners.   Your 
prayers, financial and volunteer support are 
what make the Gleaners successful.  
 
We come to you now with a unique 
challenge, which is, we have ample product 
available for distribution.  Therefore, we 
want to get the word out that soup mix is 
available and promote the “soup-case” program.    
       
“Soup-case” is a play on the word “suitcase”.  If you or a group in your church 
or community is planning a mission trip, take a small suitcase for yourself and 
a larger suitcase with our soup mix with you, to donate to a village, orphanage 
or family in need. At least 2 of the Canadian Airlines will allow a 2nd suitcase 
of soup without added fees,  for "humanitarian needs".  
  
To apply or get more information, contact the General Manager, Greg at 250-
498-8859. Please note all soup mix must be picked up at the Gleaners 
plant. 
 

Okanagan Gleaners Board 

Thanks to the generosity of donors we have 

secured the financing for the    2 x 1748 

bushel Meridian Smooth side Grain bins. 

We have also received a generous donation 

of a 53' grain auger that will help fill the 

bins. Our partners at Peace Country Glean-

ers in LaCrete, AB have generously donated 

split peas and barley for a number of years. 

We will now have proper storage to keep 

product out of the rain and other acts of 

weather.   

Okanagan Gleaners is a 
SMOKE FREE  zone. There will 
be NO SMOKING of any kind 
on the Gleaners property. 



 

 
Out and About with the Gleaners     

Christmas gift giving ideas are now 

available at Okanagan Gleaners. Hoodies, 

golf shirts , t-shirts, baseball caps, 

women's polo shirts . 

 All items are 

available by making a 

donation to Okanagan 

Gleaners. 

 

Suggested           

donations                                 

 

$35 for Hoodies 

$20 for caps / t-shirts 

$45 for polo  shirts 

$45 for golf shirts 

Contact Greg  Masson @ 250 –498-8859 

or drop by the Plant. 

From the President's Desk 
After what seemed like a shorter than usual summer, with 

smoke and cooler weather, it appears that fall is here in the 

Okanagan.  Despite the aforementioned conditions, we were 

blessed this summer with a steady complement of volunteers, 

as well as a consistent supply of vegetables.  By the end of this 

year, almost 1000 volunteers will have stayed at the plant!  

Most importantly, that number contributes to the success of 

our mission here, but also Oliver Tourism estimates that the 

positive economic impact on the district, of visitors to the 

Okanagan, is almost $100 per day.  We are an important asset 

in the south Okanagan and as a result, are viewed as such by 

district government.  That can be critical when planning on 

changes which will enhance our ministry, or just using 

existing resources to make people aware of this opportunity. 

  One of the changes already underway, is the installation of 

two grain silos, which will accommodate the split peas and 

barley we receive annually from Peace Country Gleaners.  This 

year, we received 3200 bushels combined of those products 

and PCG has told us that their goal is to provide that volume 

annually.  What a wonderful blessing that is as an addition to 

our soup mix!  Our struggle this year was storing the product, 

and that is the reason for the silos.  Through the generosity of 

our donors, the cost of the silos and their installation has 

already been covered.  

  A new challenge this year, is the distribution of soup 

through aid agencies.  Historically, we have had a demand for 

our soup that exceeded our supply but as we have been able 

to increase our volume of soup (this year over 8 million cups 

of soup, a record amount), the demand hasn’t increased 

proportionately.  We are currently waiting to ship the last of 

our product.  We know the need is still critical in the world, 

and as a result we are contacting agencies to let them know 

what we have available, as well as to find out what if anything, 

has changed in the dynamic of food supply to the needy.  The 

Board is seeking input from a variety of sources, including our 

membership, as to how best to respond to this changing 

situation. 

  As always, we are very grateful to all our volunteers and 

donors, whose hearts are focused on serving God through this 

ministry.  Our commitment is as strong as ever, as the 

Okanagan Gleaners, to feeding the world’s hungry in Christ’s 

name. We would ask that everyone pray that God give us 

wisdom and direction as we seek to navigate these changes in 

the systems that are a critical part of that mission. 

 

In His service, 

Bill Saul, President 

Christmas is coming 

Members of the gathering committee  attended  
parades in: 
• Penticton, 
• Osoyoos,  
• Oliver.  
There was very good responses from the crowds. 
 
We had information booths at the: 
• Roots and Fruits Festival in Oliver 

• Cherry Festival in Osoyoos 
 
Gleaners also held a hotdog sale at Buy Low 
Foods in Oliver raising approx. $300. 



You may have noticed that our world map in the hallway of the Oliver plant hasn't been updated in quite a while. So we thought our readers might like to see 

where Okanagan Gleaners soup mix has traveled since production began in 1996 to the present. Although it is difficult to keep a record of every place that 

received soup mix during this time, we can confirm that our product has been shipped to at least 70 different countries during the past 23 years.  

We are thrilled with this accomplishment and the continued support that our ministry has received over the years. Thank-you to all of the dedicated volunteers 

and donors, charities and humanitarian aid organizations, groups and individuals who have helped to make this possible. We couldn't do it without you! 

NORTH AMERICA:  Belize • Canada (Arctic) • Costa Rica • Cuba • Dominica • Dominican Republic • El Salvador • Greenland • Guatemala • Haiti • 

Honduras • Jamaica • Mexico • Nicaragua • USA (Puerto Rico) 

AUSTRALIA & PACIFIC ISLANDS:  Fiji • Solomon Islands (and other South Pacific nations) 

SOUTH AMERICA:  Argentina • Colombia • Ecuador • Paraguay • Peru • Venezuela 

 AFRICA:  Angola • Burundi • Cameroon • Congo (both countries) • Ethiopia • Ghana • Guinea Bissau • Kenya • Lesotho • Liberia • Malawi •  

Nigeria • Rwanda • Sierra Leone • South Africa • Sudan • Swaziland • Tanzania • Uganda • Zambia 

 ASIA:  Afghanistan • Armenia • Cambodia • China • Indonesia • Iraq • Kazakhstan • Mongolia • Nepal • North Korea • Pakistan • Philippines •  

Russia (Chechnya) • Tajikistan • Thailand • Uzbekistan 

Global Distribution Map 
Which Countries Received Okanagan Gleaners Soup Mix Between 1996 and 2018? 

EUROPE:  Albania • Belarus • Bosnia & Herzegovina • Bulgaria • Croatia • Lithuania • Moldova • Romania • Russia • Serbia • Ukraine 



 

 

Okanagan Gleaners Society 

Fall 2018 Newsletter 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Les Clarke 

 

CONTRIBUTORS & ASSISTANCE:   

Bill Saul, Greg Masson, Bob Ellis, 

Mason Vander Ploeg and Les Clarke 

Okanagan Gleaners Society is powered by 

volunteers and funded by donations.       

We couldn't do what we do without the 

generous help of our many supporters 

from near and far. There are several ways 

in which you can get directly involved. 

VOLUNTEERING:   

We are always looking for volunteers at 

Gleaners to help with the production of 

vegetables for our soup mix. Whether you 

live nearby or are passing through the 

Okanagan, we can sure use your help. 

Skilled volunteers and experienced trades 

people are also encouraged to contact 

Gleaners. There is never any shortage of 

work to be done around the Oliver plant. 

DONATIONS:   

Regular donations help Gleaners to meet 

its monthly operating expenses and fund 

necessary improvements to the facility. 

BY PHONE:  Single or recurring monthly 

donations can be arranged by credit card 

or Direct Deposit from your bank account 

by calling Gleaners at 250-498-8859 

BY MAIL:  Cheque and money order 

donations can be mailed directly to the 

Okanagan Gleaners Society at:   

507 No. 3 Road, Oliver, BC  V0H 1T1 

BY INTERNET:  Donations can be made 

securely via CanadaHelps by following     

the Donate link on our website at:  

www.okanagangleaners.com   

Thank-you for your continued support. 

How You Can Get Involved 

Volunteers come from around the world to help at Okanagan Gleaners. We 
have had visitors from The Netherlands, Germany, Japan, Australia, across 
Canada, the United States and South America.  Groups from Western Canada 
and the Pacific Northwestern United States come for a few days, up to a week. 
This all impacts the local region. Guests stay on site, at local resorts. They 
purchase supplies, participate in events and enjoy all the area has to offer. 

In a recent visit from Tourism Oliver, information was shared about the 
actual impact visitors have on the region. Studies indicate to date in 2018 
Okanagan Gleaners has hosted 1,050 visitors from outside our immediate 
area. Each guest spends an average of 7 days in the region. This results in an 
economic impact of over $562,000 in our region. 

The question remains is how is this number arrived at. Experts tell me their 
calculations are based on researched average spending on items like motor 
vehicle fuel, propane purchases for heating and cooking, groceries, snacks 
and treats along with admissions to events and attractions in the region. 

These numbers do not include the steady and dedicated volunteers who 
travel to Gleaners each and every day. That is not to say local volunteers don’t 
count…..they are invaluable and cannot be measured in the same manner. 

Okanagan Gleaners is here to share in the abundance of the region to help 
feed some of the world’s hungry and we are blessed to be able to do this. It 
wouldn’t be possible to undertake without the thousands of volunteers who 
make it all possible.  

Let us remember, “Not to us O Lord, not to us but to your name be the glory 
because of your love and faithfulness.” Psalm 115:1 (NIV) 

Volunteers Positions Available 
Okanagan Gleaners needs your help to fill the following roles as soon as possible. 

Please spread the word and help us find the right people. 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR  

If you (or anyone you know) are interested in taking on this role, please contact 

Okanagan Gleaners by phone at 250-498-8859 or e-mail at 

okgmanager@gmail.com.  Previous newsletter experience is not essential, 

although good computer skills and some familiarity with desktop publishing 

software (such as Microsoft Publisher) is helpful. The newsletter editor is 

responsible for producing four issues a year, and also attending meetings of the 

Gathering Committee. If you have a passion for writing and creativity, or would 

like to get more involved, please contact us today. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS – TREASURER NEEDED 

A new treasurer is still needed for Okanagan Gleaners. This is a part-time 

volunteer position, which oversees all financial and accounting procedures for the 

organization, as well as sitting on the Board of Directors and participating in 

Board activities. It may not be glamorous, but the treasurer has one of the most 

important roles at Gleaners. If you're good with numbers, enjoy record-keeping, 

and have a keen knowledge of tax regulations, we need your help and expertise to 

keep the operation running smoothly. Please contact Jane at 250-535-1424. 

2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

The Okanagan Gleaners 2018 Board of Directors are: Bill Saul (President), 

Bob Ellis (Vice President), Jane Marcelet (Interim Treasurer), Lex Haagen 

(Past President) Carolyn Ellis, Wendy Freeman,  and Les Clarke. 

Okanagan Gleaners provides a punch for the local area  


